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What has HIQA done?

We have published our health technology assessment (HTA) of shingles (herpes
zoster) vaccination for adults, following a public consultation that took place from
19 March to 30 April. We assessed the impact of providing shingles

vaccination for adults aged 50+ and for those aged 18+ who are at

increased risk due an immunocompromising condition or treatment.

Our HTA was requested by the Department of Health following a
clinical recommendation from the National Immunisation Advisory Committee.

What did we find?

e the vaccine is safe and effective, but its benefit decreases over time

e at the current price, adding shingles vaccination to the routine immunisation
schedule for those aged 50+ would not be an efficient use of HSE resources.
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What is next?

Shingles vaccines are available in Ireland, but the HSE does not
currently provide free vaccination. Our HTA will be provided as advice
to the Minister for Health to inform a decision on whether to include
shingles vaccination as part of the adult immunisation programme.
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